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Councils, and giving the Town Councils the discretion either to confirm
or to reject any such sale without assigning any reason therefor. Thus,
what it may not be possible to get Mr, Lyttclton to sanction if it were
addressed to him directly, will, if the Bill is accepted by the Government,
be so placed before him that he cannot but accept. Thus, the Bill, we
have no hesitation in saying, is of a most reactionary nature, and if the
Government proposes to father it, the British Indians will have to make
a very great effort to frustrate this fresh attempt to curtail their freedom.
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153. THE EAST RAND VIGILANTS
There is no mistaking the vigilance of the gentlemen of the East Rand*
Hardly has the ink become dry on the paper containing the decision in
the test case when our friends are up in arms against it, and are urging
the Government immediately to pass legislation giving effect to their
views conveyed to it by means of anti-Asiatic resolutions. Their policy
is tersely expressed in: seNo Asiatic residents or their trade except in
Locations". They are also calling upon the Chambers of Commerce in
the Transvaal to meet and to consider steps to be taken against what,
in their opinion, is a common danger. It is no use our appealing to their
sense of fair play or British justice, for they do not believe in either. All
they want is not the Asiatic's company but his room, and they would
not consider the ways and means so long as they can bring about such
a result. They have found a Receiver of Revenue, if the reports are cor-
rect, who is ready enough to play into their hands, for it is reported that
he has refused to grant licenses to Asiatics, and has referred the matter
to the authorities. In the face of an attitude such as this, the warning
we have conveyed above ought to be taken to heart by the British Indians
in the Transvaal* It would be interesting to know what the Government
now proposes to do. Hitherto it has shielded itself in its dealings behind
the Law 3 of 1885, as interpreted by the late High Court. Now that this
protection has slipped out of its hands, will it have any other excuse for
snatching the bread out of the mouths of the British Indian traders?
Lord Milner has assured Mr, Lyttclton that the old laws are being enfor-
ced with every consideration for the feeling of the Indians, and not half
as strictly as before. This, of course, as we have shown, is not borne out
by facts. But what would His Lordship say now? The old law does not
in any way fetter Indian trade! Will he then forge new ones? For the
sake of His Lordship's statesmanship, if for nothing else, we sincerely
hope not
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